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DtTBIKG that autumn I we* 
ing a pleasant tet of rooms 
with Murk Lntr. who w " 
shortly taking up rb appointment at 
a London hospital, and it was. I think, 
■ boat the middle of I hat month that 
the extraordinary * flair of Halesowen 
and tal* Egyptian pottberd cam* under 
pur notice 
Our rooms (they were to a 



of which I 

med from a pre- 
to Egypt 

« tall Fair man, 
vary frssb colorful and 
wearing hi* hair cropped eloaa to hi* 
heed Ha *u wall traveled and no 
mean antiquary 

Ha lived entirely by blraaalf, and 
Loaty and I frequently ere tit the *v*n- 
ing at hla p^are. which waa a wri- 
table muaatna of enrtosltl**. 

I distinctly recall 'he Urn time that 
be ah" wad u> hie Utaat acquisition*. 

We had been examining the relic* 
that Haieaowan had brought back 
from the land of the Pharaoh*: the 
on*. I remember, which had moat Un- 
preated me. tyro that J waa, being 
the mummy of a aacrtd eat from 
Bubastla. 

'It wouldn't have been worth I ring 
Ins hack only for the wrapping." 
Halesowen e*nur«d roe. 'Thl 
really unique!" 

The object referred to waa 
pot or vase, upon which he pointed 
nf hleroglyphlci and a 
a head of a jackal. 
-A ptrtaherd Inscribed with the P.g- 
ur* of Anublr.." h 


in hla Ixgy 



"Why?" l>*ty 


~Wtll," Haleeowen replied. "th* 
character* of the Inscription art of 
a kind entirely unfamiliar to ra*. J 
believe them l* be a *ort of eerret 
writing, potaibly peculiar to some 
brotherhood. I am risking expert opin- 
ion, although in every ten** I atol* 
the ••• 

How. that- I aaked. 
"Well. Profe*aor E tier* ton— you'll aee 
of eaae* In the 
avated It But It"* 
* moral certainty be didn't Intend to 
.delta the authorltie* of hi* And H« 
waa going to smuggle It out of Etrp: 
Into hla private collection. I had 
m»rk*d ih* tpot where he found It 
for Inqnlrie* of my own. Thla dla- 
hnneat old foaall " 
lvfsty laughed 

i-.h. my motive* weren't above eat- 
HK-lon- But anyway the profetsor an- 
ticipated toe- Accordingly 1 employed 
one All. a dl*tina-ol*h«d memher of a 
family of thieve*. "> vUll the learned 
-rerilemen'e tent. Cutting the slnry— 
there'* the pot " 

• Here. I eay." drawled Lesty "Tou'11 
mm* to a bad end. young fellow " 

"The position I* a peculiar one." re- 
plied Haleeowen smiling. "Neither of i 


"Yea, 1 know: hot not what fol- 
lowed. Th« 
nouneee) that 1 
In the room.** 

"I determined to take a 
eluding that the fresh air would clear 
these uncanny cobwebs out of my 
brain. Accordingly t extinguished the 
lamp and went out. I waa Juat put- 
ting my nap on when aomethlng 
prompted m* to return end look up 
the potsherd." 

He axed hi* aye* upon u* with an 
expression of doubt. 

'Thar* wax torn* one or some thing 
In the room I" 

"What do you mean*" asked Leafy 
incredulously. 

"1 quite distinctly saw a hand lad 
tore white arm paa* away from the 
table and vanlah: It waa dark in the 
room, re mem bar. but 1 could aee the 
arm well enough. 1 switched on it 
reading tamp. Not a thing waa to be 
seen. There waa no one th the room, 
and no one but myself in th* Oat 
for I searched it thoroughly " 

Halesowen* nerve* evidently had 
been shaken by lb* Inexplicable Inci- 
dent. A* the three of u* 
acroea the common he 
thai th* new tenant of th* adjoining 
flat had moved in 

w . proceeded up*talr* and Into th* 
coxy room which had been th* ace a* 
of the j-euarkabl* 
la tad. 

A* It waa growtng dark. Halaaowen 
turned on the electric light, and in- 
dicating a chair by th* writing table, 
explained that It waa there he hi 
been aeated at the urn*. 

"Did you have th* window* open 
asked Letty. 

"Tea." was the reply "I left th* 
chairs and tbs awning out. 
it was * fine night; In fan, you can 
see that they still remain practical- 
ly at you left them" 

Apparently Lesty wee *bout to make 
sum* observation when sn interrup- 
tion occurred In tb* form of a ring- 
ing on the door-bell, f'ljlowed by a 
discreet fandango on tb* knocker. 

"Who the deuce have we hereT" 
muttered Halesowen. "1 taw no am 
go in below." 

A* our boat passed through the 
lighted room and into the ball, my 
friend and 1 both leased forward tb 
our chairs, th* better to hear what 
should past: nor were we kept long 
in suspense A* w* heard th* outer 
door opened, an odd, mumbling vote* 
cam*, with a queer accent; 

"Ah. my dear Mr Halesowen. It l» 
indeed an intrusion of ml! But when 
I rind how we are neighbor* I can- 
not reolit to make the call and re- 
new a to pleasant acquaintance:" 

"Dr. Zed*!*" we heard Halesowen 
exclaim, with little cordiality. 

■'Ever your devoted servant." re- 
plied the courteous foreigner. 

1 glanced at Leeiy. and we rose to- 
gether and stepped through th* open 
window in time to see a truly re- 
markable personage enter. 

He was s large-framed man. with 
snowwhil* hair cut close to hla ekutt. 
French fashion He had a high and 
very wrinkled hrow and wore gold- 
rtmmed plnce-nex. 

Jet btack and heavy eyebrow* were 
hi*, and hla waxed mustache and neat 
imperial were likewise of tb* hu* of 


wo oo opo o o o q ooww 


XXJOOOf 


The Potsherd of Anubis 


The ubl* rocked and 



terminated tb* 

' tmld Zed* enthu*sa*tie*jjy. 
W« war* an rapport, and 
To- 


" Excellent; 


turn**) out all ih**t 
from Zed* • point of '-tew. 

"*>oi bo* ha* ha got 
Halesowen in bewilderment. 
Motor waiting at the 

piled L**ty promptly 

up Win th* reading 



ooooooooc 


>ooooooooooo<xxxx>oooo^ 


"Mr dear sir." jrasped Jted*. seising 
the sneaker * arm. tell 
you have lost nothing " 

Haleaowtn glanced at htm rather 
hard. "Mo. " he answered. 

"Ah! what a relief' I 
I ho doctor. "But par hap* you wonder for 
what It 1* they cam*?" 
"I cut s/ueta.** 

"You need no longer guett, I will tell 


It L< for your fraxtn.nl of 
yea*, and to me they cog*. 


ihs 

Dai 


by this 

toft first. 

•Tour fragment," said Halesowen slo«- 
ly, with Ml ryes fixed on Zeda. "To 
whs t fragment do you refer™ 

"To that which, together with vetir 
potsherd, make* up the compltie vaae 
ttut you doubt?" he suggested sh rugging 
his shoulder* "Wait but a moment and 
J will prove!" 

He moved from the room. Then we 
stood gad gaped at one another. 
"Kit confound Ingenuity." rapped Hat- 


thing— held II stofl thai tb* Initiated 
might worship, until the first whit* 
beam lit up the receptacle Then all 
bowed down their head* *ad chanted 
the "Hymn of the Passing Soul* 

"Then waa It locked again within the 
three-end -thirty door*, there to remain 
for toother year. Nog* saw the *yml»l 
Itself, but the high priest, who looked 
upon It when he max to ordalned-for any 
other that gaied upon 11 died 

"It wa* contained In a holy vaae." 

f could almost believe him to have 
wirneaeed the strange nf e* that be told 
of with 


for 


"In a y**r to long ago." he eofily re- 
turned, his vole* now a kind of Jagged 
»ii.i|*r. "thai to speak of tta -U!e wire 
to convey nothing to you, th* high-born 
virgin on whom the exalted office waa 
conferred clo**d upon her unhappy ecu! 
th* gale* of paradise for age* unnum- 
bered . called down upon her head the 
curat of the high priest and th* anger 
of the most high god*, wag rejected of 
Bel htmaalf 

"She let fall from her 
cred vmae. ajd the holy ._ 
to tb* ' hildfen of earth for 


them w* shall t>** are. my friends 
*»e know they design tipon-v*'" 
With that and * low bow he retired 
We usually took tea In the afternoon, 
and Halesowen Joined ua on this oeea- 
aton. About I o'clock Dr. Zeda also 
looked in. 

H» remained until It began is grow 
dusk. When we all went over to Halrto- 
wen's to arrtng* the first "sitting '—for 
so the doctor referred to the projected 
tea nee. 

Retiring for a few minute* to hi* own 
establishment, Zeda returned with Hie 

ed to do. 

"Around thl* .mall table w* sit. as 
at aeance," he said, "but no medium- 
only the potsherd Witb th ee flexible 
bands I will attach, temporarily, the 
pang and stand tb* vaae tti Jdr. Hales- 
owen's frame, here by the window— s" 
w* will place the lamp-ehad- 
that • dim light I* upon 
it. tV* can Just eec fmm where we 
alt in the dark- W* will now watt until 
it 1* 
A 


in tb* 

"It it good. I think, to have 
the window*, but this J a panes* 

■ 2* 


Thl*. then concluded our second sitting, 
and bring* me to th* final eptaod* of thai 
affair, which, strange enough In It* sev- 
eral development*, was stringer still In 
Its denouement- 
Zed*, on th* following day, 
ua at luncheon In town, followed by an 
afternoon concert for which be had Pro- 
cured seats. b«ing interested, or | 
Ing to be. In a certain fiddler who 


> and la behind the acreea 
tame way— with the 
overturned the 


he 



11 < complexion ws* pallid; and In 
Ms well -cut coat, wiib a loo** black 
ue overhanging hi* vast, h* made ■ 
striking picture, bowing profoundly 
in the doorway. 

Halesowen rapidly muttered th 
usual formalities. In fact. 1 remember 
menially contrasting our friends un- 
ceremonious manners with the court- 
ly deportment of Dr. Zeda- 

Th- latter explained that he had 
taken th* adjacent Hat. having learn- 
ed only that evening whom h« bad 
us had attv legal claim to th* »herd[for a neighbor. IJespIti th* lattoeta 


while we were on fegyptian terri- 
tory Therefor*, even If the p releasor 
learned that I bid th* thing — *t.d h* 
may suspect — he couldn't prosecute 
me." 

"Devlltah high-banded." commented 
Lest- 

■■Tea. But remember we were wsll 
off the map— mile* away from Cook** 
rout*. The posaeselon of thl* potsherd 
ought to make a mana reputation— 
any man who knows a bit about Ihe 
subject- 

■Curiously enough, a third party bad 
had hit eye upon the place where thlt 
mucfa-tought therd wat found. And 
In *nm* my*t*rtous fashion he tum- 
bled to ihe fact th*t it had fallen 
into my hands. 

"He mad* a tort of veiled offer of 
a hundred pound* for it I refused, 
but ran across him sgaln a week 
so later In Cairo, and he raised htt 
price to two hundred." 

-Theft alrang*," 1 eald. "Who was 
her 

"Called him 1*1 f Zeda— Dr Lout* 
Zed* Be quite lost hi* temper when 
1 declined to tell, and Tee not set eyes 
on hlra atnee." 

He relocked tb* fragment In hi* 
cabinet, and we leaped into silence, 
m en gating meditatively aerea* th* 
< ommon. plcturrnjue In th* dim. au- 
tumn tw; light. 

Hy the way, Hale*owen." I said, "I 
re. ihai the flat next door, same floor 
.is this. It to let" 

"That's to." he replied. "Why dop't 
you men take It?" , 

"We'll think about It." yawned Leaty. 
el ret ching bit long Hmba luxuriously. 
"Might look over It In the morning " 

The following day we viewed tbs 
vacant flat, but found, upon Inquiry 
of th* agetil. that it had already been 
lei However, a* our own rooms suit- 
ed us very well, we «■«■ noi greatly 
con cerned 

.fuel kit we flhiehrd dinner the same 
evening Halesowen came In. and with- 
out ptesmbte jdunged Into a *urpris- 
tns tale ol uncanny happenings at 
bit place 

■Take It slowly," wsmed Lesty. In- 
i .erupting "You say It wa* after we 
came *w*ay"~ 

'About an hour after." replied 
Halesowen nervously "I had brought 
nut the potsherd, and had It In Ih* 
wooden stand on th* table before me. 
I wat copying th* hieroglyphic*!, 
which, a* I tald. are unusual, and 


of the 
fluently, iti thadow, 

"I wa* sitting with my hack io the 
windows facing the door, to no on* 
could poesibly have entered th* room 
unseen by me. It wa* a* I bent down 
to tcruttnlxe a badly d«faced charac- 
ter that I f*lt a queer Mnaatfnn 
stealing over me. a* though son* on* 
were aianding- doe* behind my chair 

explained Lesty 


1 of the hour, he eald. b* could not re- 
am the de«lre to aee Halaaowen. of 
whose company In Egypt he retained 
such pleasant memories. 

When after a brief chat, the for- 
eign gentleman roe* to take hie leave- 
ha extended an Inviiauon io all of 
u* t i lunch with him the following 
day. 

Though I half expected Halesowen 
would decline, he dirt tint do so, I 
therefor* accepted, as did Leaty. 
Whereupon Zeda ds per led 
Halesowen, returning 10 the rhalr 
which be bad vacated to usher out 
hla visitor, lighted a cigarette, regard- 
ed it for * moment meditatively, and 
then frankly expressed hit doubta. 

He's been watching me." ha eald. 
"and when he taw ths next flat va- 
cant he Jumped at the chance." 

On the following day we lunched 
with Dr Zeda. and were surprised 
at ih* orderly atat* of his estab- 
lishment Everything from floor to 
ceiling, w*« In lis proper place. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my vtalc for 
he proved an excellent boat, and I 
think even Lesty grew jeta suspici- 
ous of him During lb* week* that 
followed the doctor came several 
timet to our rooms and w* frequent- 
ly met at Halesowen s. 

Then, about seven o'clock ont morn- 
Irg when the mist* hung low over 
the common In promise of a hot day. 
a hoy came for Lesty and myself 
with newa of a fresh development. 
He waa a lad who did odd Jobs for 
Halesowen, and he brought word of 
an attempted burglary, together with 
a request that we should go over 
without delay. 

Oar curiosity keenly aroused, ws were 
soon with our (riend. end found him 
seated In the farnllUr room before a 
large rsbmet wiib double 
1< waa clearly evident that It had 
rsnsacked hastily. 

Other ease* In 
curios were also opened 
wat In g* her si disorder 
"What's gcdje?" asked Lesty quickly. 
"Nothing:" wat the anawer. "The 
potsherd Is In the safe, and the safe I* 
tn my bedroom— or perhaps entwining 
might have gnneT" 

To j lock It up at night, then- I 
thought you kept :t In the cabinet-" 

"■Only during the day. It gort In the 
aafe, with one or two other trifle*, at 
night; but everybody doein't know thai." 

IV e looked at one another silently; but 
th. nam* that waa on all our Up* re- 
ntal ned unspoken— for we w»r« atari led 
by a loud knocking and ringing at the 

.:• e ' 

When f-c.rtrr opened It into the room 
ran Dr. Zeda. 

•Oh. my friends'" h* cried in his 
hoarse, rumbling vole*, "there hat been 
io my flat a midnight robber He baa 
turned co.npl- ».!> ■:■.■!.■ down 3.. my 
col hscl Ion '** 

as I watched the foreigner staring 
about the disordered room and noted the 
graving look of bewilderment creeping 
over his pallid countenance 1 wa* com- 
pelled to admit to myself that bore was 
either a consummate artor or a man of 
whom we hastily had formed a moat 
unwarrantable oplalon- 

"Bui rnj frwnd-my good Halesowen." 
he exclaimed with widely opened eyes 
end extended palms "What I* 11 that 
1 see? Ton are aa disordered « myself'" 
Haleeowen nodded. "The burglar 
gave me a call, too." he said grimly. 



largely In th* program. 
W. had 

th* doctor should din* with ua In tb* 
evening, before w* went to the former's 
flat for the seance, si, ' we accordingly 
returned direct to our rooms and 
over the doings of tb* day until 
waa servsd Zeda surpassed himself in 
brilliant conversation. 

dark to our friend's fist, where w* had 
to XT op* tor sad light an oil lamp 
which he had. Zeda d eel t ring that 
something in the atmosphere was pro- 
pitious • 
tend to 
Hone 

It waa perhaps * 1 'tarter to ten be- 
fore Zeda had 

satisfaction, and so dark by reason of 
the tal] Japanese screen tbst stood be- 
fore the opening windows that I could 
see neither Zeda on my left nor Lesty. 
who eat on my right. 

Halesowen was a dim silhouette agalnstl. J 
the patch of light cast by th* oil 
ing lamp pettd* the vaae. which 
the length of the room swsy 

1 was conscious of a suppre s sed excite- 
ment, which I am tur* waa shared by my 
companions. sj 

I heard a dlttant - striking the 
half-hour and tnen the ihree-utiartera. 
but etllt nothing had occurred 

A motor car dm** t round from ths 
road and stopped some* here at the outer 
end of the drive I wondered Mly If tt 
were that of tb* surgeon who lived at 
No. Id- 
After tbst •verytbtnr was very quiet 
and I was expecting lo hear the hour 
strike sod straining my .ar* lo cateh 
th* sound of th. fleet chime, when the 
rocking and rracktnx of the taM- be- 
gan. 

Thls was much more violent than hith- 
erto, and Zeda'* gruff lines cam* softly: 

"Whale ver shall happen, do not re- 
move your bands from the table 


before I could reach tit 
t and locked tb* door gftar 
be vl rig lulled my suspicions 
by two practically uneventful seances, 
hs cunningly placed himself near* si to 
th* door and m* farthest «way 



perforce returned to Halesowen's bal- 
cony try th* tun* w»y that w* had 
com*, our friend bewailing hi* lost 
potsherd end exclaiming The cun- 
ning, cunning tcampl" 

"1 knew he had tome deep gam* in 
hand." a* Id L*aty: "but I hadn't bar- 
gained for thl* move of court*. I baej 
notie*d tb* dodge of borrowing all 
our match**, but I didn't grasp ,i, im- 
unill too 1st*- tt never oc- 
> me that he'd disconnected 
- t (which he probably 
In th* nlghi. by the, 

"I waa g fool not to realise It- too. 
when he Insisted on our 
th* oil-lamp Then, sgaln. t i 

•tralght through the wlo- 

n 



la Jus, possible | might have c*u.M 
the lady songster if 1 had done that 
In the first place 

"The possibility, however, had not 
b*«n overlooked, since *be took th. 
precaution la lock the door tfter her " 
A clever rogue" I declared "But 
•t th* first •ttempt-fnr I 



"No doubt." agreed Leaty "But we 
didn't know then that Zeda wa* in Lon- 
don, and ihe flat wa* still unfurnished. 
Also, they may have thought H*!e#OMcn 
was In bed; or the woman iwhotn he has 
to cleverly kept out of tight 1 may bav-n 
exceeded her Instructions in 
to touch tb* potsherd 



any ■ 

f ' Eh *" qutrlfiii LsMt y 
"Did you tee ber"' 

"No " 

"I did. She was lovely, 
for a woman'" 

Leaty stared curiously 
me - r.mment«d dry] 

Zeda was I 

a other, "and there were certain I >• 
things occurred as *. sat around that 
table that need a lot of explaining" 
'-Very ordinary lhr**-and-slx-*-he».| 
"Merely . 


very T«**ly— 
"Tou surprise 


"With thoie flexible bindi I will uttgch. temapor»rily. tie pirtg—" 


the do. tor 


vase be maie 


•■Tou do not grasp' 
"Well. then. 
Tntit the 
whole again.- 

■•five fragments were ihere. A Ii-***. 
one. wtska ta your potsherd, and f«ur 
smeller The four r mailer, alter twenty 
year* of untiring search. I have recov- 
er. d and Joined together. Whet if we 
now malt* whole that which was broken* 
"May t not. try the exerciee of such 
poor shreds of the lest wisdom ss I have ' 
•raihereit up. summon beforjt me tjiai 
wandering spirit ere it return again lo h* tllI1 , ( 

Plead for reel si. the jud,,-ti**nl teal of j whr „ 

unexpectedly as t 


Amen tl 
When 


I say that the m*n> words 


Being interrupted at this moment by I Loct waa the key io lb* book of wisdom, 
lb. re-wrinc* of the gentleman In c:o „ d , u th- , ^ ,„ tn^ fnf » u 
quetiion. further discussion of ths tub- „ " 
jeci waa pre, luded. Zeda carried a small j " m * 

Iron box. which be placed carefully upon "tJe on"" said Haleeowen harshly, for 
th* table and unlocked. 

A second iwx of polished ebony waa 
revealed within, and thl* being unlocked 
In turn, proved to contain, reposing In s 
nest of blue velvet, a fragment of an- 
tique pottery 

Taking the fragment In his hand, the 
doctor begged lhal the potsherd be pro- 
duced. 

Hateeower. after * momentary hesi- 
tation, retired from th* room, to re- 
turn almost immediately with tb* 
broken v.ist in lt» wooden frame. Dr. 
Zeda. placing the portion wiiirh hs 
held In his hand against that In the 
frame, but not so closely aa to bring 
th* part* in contact, turned to ue with 
a triumphs t>t smile "They corre- 
spond, gentlemen, to a smallest frac- 
tion- be declared; which. Indeed, waa 
Perfectly true 

"And now . " contiued Zeda. evident- 1 proved electrical, I do not 
ly gratified ny the surprise which we the effect which thl* 
could nut conceal. "I will relate lo 
you g story I du net ask that yog 
shall credit it: 1 only say thai I hare 
given up my life to such studies, and 
that I am w illing, at matters have so 
ar rived, that you shall Join m* to 
prove false or true what I think of 
i be poteherd of Anubla." 

"flood T" tald Deity, and settled him- 
self to listen: *n example that wta fol- 
lowed by Halesowen and myself. 

"The del. is no matter." said Dr 
Zeds, "hut there wa* at Gtxeh. to th* 
north or the Sphinx. > temple dedi- 
cated to lata 

i th- goda of ths dead were 
adored— but the worship of Anublt 
took precedenc*. and was conducted 
at a shrine apart. Here, locked with- 
in three -an.i -thirty doora- having each 
ite separate Janitor who held the key. 
reposed a sacred symbol — g gymbol. 
my friends, upon which wat bated tbt 
occult knowledge of the initiated: a 
symbol more precious than the llvet 
of a hunred- hundred warriors— for to 
it I* writ ten V 

The mytcrltiu* foreign gentleman 
looked about him with a son of obal- 
l*ng» In his glance; then he quietly 
resumed hi* story. 

"At the change of the moon In the 
sacred month. Hethorl. a tfcald*n se- 
lected from a noble house for bar 
beauty and purity, and for a whole 
year dedicated to tb* 


thing In a weird, rlstng cadence wlih a 
high note al Ihe end of ever-v third bar 
or so. and this over and over sgxln- 
an easy thing, vaguely like a Gregorian 
thant 

"Trttmtph"' whispered Z^t* — "The 
Hymn of the Pasting gotiis'" 
HI* speech seemed to disturb th* singer. 


ennv end smoked tor an ^tour, Zeda 
rolbitlrut the clem air w.lh the fume* 
of the long black .-ixare be sfT-.-ted. They 
had the npp.'arerye of dried twigs and 
an odor so v.ho!1v origins! *s to defy 
simile 

Between » end * nviock he expreeaert 
himself • ,ii.«,,i w|U* ihe light— or. 
rather, lack ot u— sod jt» all gathered 
around lite tabic in Ibex -doom, spread- 
ing our hsnde as b« direct..! 

For close upon an hour we sat tn 
tens* sllrnce. the room earning to be 
very hot a slight hreex. off the com- 1 
men bad wnft.d the fumes of Zeda'.; 
cigar In tlgn Ihe open Wllldowa whk-h 
he bad .-ifterwei'i renea-d inrt the reeg 
tilled the air etlh ■■ i-i.thlng pal- 
pable— and naus.n.is 

t »•* gr.,u;nc verv w, ny or the liltel- 

ne**. and La*tf]r l de*pite the doctor * 
warning against disturbing th 


A silence fell, se thort In duration ta 
to be scarcely tpwec table, for It wa* I phenomenal" a a* the reply 
almost instantlr broken by an aneg- § bhnd '' 
petted sound | "Then wbst was the r.seon of hie 

It was a woman's vote*, verv low and [ burning desire to secure my potsherd If 
and li seejnvd in mutt. r some-; not to complete tne vaje"" 1 

"Do you mean to tell me," naked Laetv. 
"that you are going to credit that tCnry 
about the prie*tes»— now. after he fcs« 
shown bit hand*' Do y»u with lo tugge*' 
that he area aided by a epxr-gr 

"Then, why wa* he so beam to get 11. c 
thing*" persisted Halesowen 
Lesty looked at him, looked at m-. 
bullml'v for a moment. The hvmn w*ji shrugged hi* shoulders arid began to load 
continued. hie pipe Having done to, he tat srnok- 

Then. it tbt very m«notonv of the irg and •tartae at th* brilliant moon, 
thing wts beginning to grow appalling. ""«'«11*" tnquu-ed our hnat. 
f suddenly became ewer- of a slim. , "Give it up:" admitted Lestv 
white flgum standing beside the vase 

Th* chanl stopped and t muld bear 
nothing hut ths nervous breathing of 
my companions fenced a* they w.re. 1 
doubted whether Halesowen ne Lewtr 
could see this apparition, bin 1 was 
fsclr.g directly toward her— for it was 
a woman. 

I could tee every line of her fig u re 
■be rurvrt of her throat and trrns and 
shoulder*, th* dull metallic gleimtng of life near to the 
her clustering hair Aa eh. extended proclaims itself 
h»r hand toward lh« Hah! t distinctly; "Mori* Kl»«* Nuns K-*». Th' dev . - 
sssr a large, green stone set In a ring come for von"* 

on her Index flncer I That *>gn*1 hrlnxs Moris Klaw from 

flhe mutt bs very hestitirul. 1 thought, his hiding place H- shuffle* into th. 
and was peering i-iroMth th. gloom in a] sbup, a figure gpproprial* to It* sur- 
valn enleavor to see her nwr. clo*elv— i rounding* 

when there came a dle-'on.-.rtln* crash I Imagine * tall, stooping men, envelop- 
and utter darknett' ed In a very faded blue dressing gown 

The tew* whereat we were seated Hi* skin is hut half a shade light.-r 
was overturned sn* I found mieelf cap. I then that of a Chinaman, hie heir. Ms 
sised from my ch*!r i shaggy brew*, hi* scanty beard gefv 

Hold him"* veiled th* voice of Left,.! „ , n%air Ihe ,. lf))or H „ «„„ p-n,-.. 

Hold him. Hal-wow en— Clifford " I net. 

A door banted loudly when upon thl* particular occasion 

•fonfound It' I m on th* floor"" I introduced my companion, and Hons 
I shouted for tome ong to turn up' Klsw acknowledged the introduction. I 
ih. light, at the tame time scrambling i saw Haleeowen stare 
through the gtoem with that totem -tf- KJaw produced a scent spray from 
i.r s-verelv dams sing m. shins •aainst some- here and eprayed verbena upon bis 


One of my visits to th* Warping 
th, p of Hurts K law wss made in 
party with Mr Haleeowen 

Somewhere amid tn* mlatv gloom of 
this pun*, wher* loot cf a hundred age., 
of ev rr v spot from pole lo pole, veil* 
its identity In the darkness sits a la ni- 
gra v parrot. Feint perfum** ami 
- ifAtnx so'imls Tel: of ' idden jntmal 
hut Ihe rsrr«t 


lire I found the 


•'.«triko i m*T.b 


Hon had upon ua. 

Halesowen wat fairly ttartled out of 
hit chair, and stood with hit eyes fixed 
on the other In a fsaclnated gate. 

Zeda. entirely reluming to hi* rua- 
tocrsary urbanity, shrugged and smiled. 

"Tou believe my story*" 

Leaty wis the Brat to recover h Irate If. 
and bit reply wss c bars ct eristic. 

"Can 'I say I do," he drawled. ■ ] don't 
say that you may not. though." 

"Then do you not owe 11 to assist la 
provllie; my word*" A little s-sance* Too 


th- Intervening 
twitch 
It would not work- 
■ Il't ml off"' t cried 
some bode 
"Haven't got any'" ss rd '>>s»v 
"Zeda. has mine'" responded Hal.fowen 
"Open the do.it ' 
"Locked " w«j I^-sty't next resort 
Break it down' 
bur line aeld. the 
jot shet d l» ;one'" 
l.e*tv applied hi* shoulder to the oak— 
_ once— twtc— ihrtre. Then all together 
'tdxrt lrriiabl>.,wr ttt->. «rd it. and It flew -ien wiib a 
' oler rams so splintering crash 

"Round to hi* fiat"' panted Halesowen, 
running downstair* 


he 

mv 


Knocking and ringing proved Ineffectual 
and ihe door waa too strong to he hursi 


are skeptical, quite, 
to show you. If I fall, then it is un- 
fortunate, but— 1 bow to an Inei itabbsl" 

W* looked St each other Interrogative- 
ly: and then HsJesow-ca answered. "All 
right. It'* a queer yarn, but we leave 
the matter entirety tn your hands." 

The doctor bowed. 

"Shall we tay tonight to begin'*" he 
tald tentatively. 
"By all meant." 

The doctor expressed himself delight- 
ed, and carefully rebooking the frag- 
ment or ihe vaae In lit doubt* case, b* 
w*s about to depart when a point oc- 
curred to me. 

**Mlghl 1 *sk whom you suspect of 
the attempted burglary*" t 

H* lumerl in the door i 
Strang* glance upon me 


torel 

starlit- ns tti 
tl tt u teles* tonight something is 
not proMtlou* Turn m> ih, light* " 

Krom th* tvlenti with wh'.-h H*!.*- 
owen compiled. I iintned that he. too. 
had been gradual!? growina bnpaltent. 

•There Is *om. ti^l suitable .widiuon." 
said Zeda. rr lor king hit ponton nt ih^ 
vas* In lis esse. eTonvirrow we shall 
make some cbanxtes in toe order," 

He seemed not at all dlserpotnted. be- 
ing apparently *• confident aa ever In 
the ultimate sn. cese of tbe »e*ncvs On* 

of the window*, he suggested, should hejwa. to stet from on* bwlcony to another, 
left open on tbe following evening rtur-lunti! t saw t^etv sw-ing hlrrttetf etroe* 
Ing our silting, and this we were only j Hate***, n and I followed m a trice, 
too chid lo agree ipon. since it would and we all blundered Into ihe dark 


yellow brow. 
" It la verv ttuftjf— In 
explained. "lata' 1*1*1 
visitor* anme l--*d d^lbkt"' 

He invoked a goddess, snd a goddess 
appeared, a brilliantly beautiful hrune'te 
with dellghtfullv curved »car|et Up* snd 
slashing eye* «h**- firs the gloom could 
npt dim 

tried H»l*»ow*n. and f-1! 


Good 0"d' 
bark. 

' Slv rtsughter. tti*." rumn'ert Moris 
Klatv 'This !s Mr Ha.saoveu. from 
m bom we -ss.. je tb* Egyptian potsherd" 
"Wbat'" Hnlesowen learned furward 

•cross th. rmlnter 

"Too tevoentxe I 
[tinned Motia Kb*, "but not Dr Zeda. 
«->ut fti Ih* drl.e w. sprinted, into the »„- onl , htt oM vole** Tou 

n-xt entrance and jp I" the q-»t Undlnx „ f Ir „, troub.a 


We stood In dlsmaved stlenre staring 
st one another 

< .fT you* ha cony, on to hi*, and 
tb-on«h the French window " said Lett) 
tuddetil', . so back w* all ran tgwin. 

I had never befisie r.alutevl how easy It 


Very well; I ti f | poatlbly aerve to etear the atmoaphrr* 
*rim*srhet of th. .mrlea.ent odor em- 
anating from th. doctor's cigars. 

IV. thai! se. i -.t ■■ r,.w wsr. liti 
last words *■ bs isrt as. 

"A .perfect monument of mendaeliy" 
muttered Lesty. ** w. heard the rettr 
irtg loolsteps of our foreign friend on 
the grave) beioa; "and I think hla ac- 
cent It assumed t don"i kno 
even *eem to credit such an Incredible 


We saw nothing of Z«la throughout 
the following day, but he duly put In 
an appearance in the evening and placed 
us around the tebt* a^ain but in differ- 
ent order. 

On* or the French windows wa* left 
open, and the potsherd with the lamp 
betid* It, pieced somewtut ta the left. 

Afler p. reeve ring for about forty 



we wet* rest erd,-d by a rather very 


all 


thrnjxh th. open window and made for 
the electric switch be* Id* In* ma tit!.- 
Owe- We turred on the Uglit. Th. room 
via* unfurnished' 

"flood Lemd" 
hurrying into the 

That. too. wat quite bare, aa w-.r 
lite rest ' The outer door waa locked 

"Whit* we were fooling at that concert 
be hud svery scrap of *tuff removed'" 1 
Id- "He probably had Ih* lot on hlrs 
from a big furnishing firm— curloe and 
II. I remember noticlrur that hi* . unos- 
ttteg were of a very ordinary character, 
considering hit extensive travels end tbe 
nature of hi* studies. 

"No doubt whatever." agreed lyetv 
"Htt burglarv proved 'a failure land, t 
think, mutt have been Interrupted 
though I am compelled to admit, in. 
t manner In which he handled lb. 



Cine* von came tn Just aa Iti*. who hid 
-Itmb-d on to yo. ;p balcony. Is sbout to 
tske the potsherd." 

Ther- was no one in the loom' * 
"! was tn the room"" tnterrtipted t ru- 
st r I eoollv "I was draped In black from 
heed to foot- and I clipped behind th. 
window bankings unteen. while you 
fumbled with four lamp'" 

"It ws* Indiscreet." continued Starts 
Klsw. -*nd nude it harder for me: be- 
came aftsrward von look up the treaiur,- 
and rav search it unavailing. Also. I am 
interrupted Pah* t am clumgy. t w»«* 
time But remember. 1 offered to bu. 
It"" 

"tiuppo**. - .aid Haleeowen timely. **J 
give you both In c Marge* 
"Tou eennot." wat tb» placid repl- 
Tor i-oi cannot say hew you cam* mi 
of I he therd. Prof. Sheraton 
In a nlmllar forked stick— and that 
la where I com* In'" 
"Whet' Tou were acting for him*" 
"Certainly I happened to he In Eg* pi 
at the time, end he (a * friend of mine 
your thiet. All. left * small piece of the 
pot behind, and I in entmated to mak* 
It complete." 
"Ttea bare 

^bUuMuMelsf 

"Vee.'* rumbled Mori* Klaw. "f am th* 
instrument of poetic Justice- 1*1*. those 
remit ml. His cool beverage*. Let us drink 
ba.lj 



